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Educator's Guide
Israeli Hip Hop

In this video, Chloé jumps headfirst into the world of Israeli hip hop. Focusing on three
different hip hop groups with three opposing ideologies, we learn about the diversity of
Israelis through their music, as well as the tensions within Israeli society. With the group
Hadag Nachash advocating for social justice, Subliminal advocating nationalism, and
Tamer Nafar advocating for the Arab community, hip hop is a powerful tool for social
change among Israelis of varying backgrounds.

Link to video: https://youtu.be/DyyB8svGy_k

Further Reading

1.

Gwilym Mumford, “Israeli hip-hop, a political tool for a divided country”
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2014/dec/12/israel-hip-hop-system-ali-kaf
e-shahor-hazak

Liana Satenstein, “Eden Dersso Is the Changing Face of Tel Aviv's Hip Hop
Scene”
https://www.vogue.com/vogueworld/article/eden-dersso-israeli-ethiopian-rapper
-tel-aviv

. Rebecca Stadlen Amir, “Meet Zoolod, a Jewish and Arab Israeli hip-hop duo”

https://www.israel21c.org/meet-zoolod-a-jewish-and-arab-israeli-hip-hop-duo/
Interview: Sha’anan Streett (Hadag Nachash)
https://www.thejc.com/culture/interviews/interview-sha-anan-streett-1.16519
Israel Story Podcast, “39: Mixtape Part IV - War, Peace and Bumper Stickers”
https://israelstory.org/episode/39-mixtape-part-iv-war-peace-bumper-stickers/
Shirat Hasticker, NCSY Education
https://staff.ncsy.org/education/education/material/gQB7gWN24s/shirat-hastic

ker-jsu/



https://youtu.be/DyyB8svGy_k
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2014/dec/12/israel-hip-hop-system-ali-kafe-shahor-hazak
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2014/dec/12/israel-hip-hop-system-ali-kafe-shahor-hazak
https://www.vogue.com/vogueworld/article/eden-dersso-israeli-ethiopian-rapper-tel-aviv
https://www.vogue.com/vogueworld/article/eden-dersso-israeli-ethiopian-rapper-tel-aviv
https://www.israel21c.org/meet-zoolod-a-jewish-and-arab-israeli-hip-hop-duo/
https://www.thejc.com/culture/interviews/interview-sha-anan-streett-1.16519
https://israelstory.org/episode/39-mixtape-part-iv-war-peace-bumper-stickers/
https://staff.ncsy.org/education/education/material/gQB7gWN24s/shirat-hasticker-jsu/
https://staff.ncsy.org/education/education/material/gQB7gWN24s/shirat-hasticker-jsu/
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Review - Did the students understand the material?

1. What was the name of rapper Tamer Nafar’'s Palestinian-Israeli rap group:
a. Balkan Beat Box

b. Dam

c. Rise

d. Blood

2. With the intention of increasing Jewish and Israeli pride, which Jewish symbol
did rapper Subliminal turn into a fashion statement?
a. The Israeliflag
b. A Kippah
c. Tefillin
d. The Star of David

3. What is the name of the festival Hadag Nachash throws every year that features
Israeli and Palestinian performers in impoverished neighborhoods?
a. Come Together Fest
b. MidBurn Fest
c. One Shekel Fest
d. Hadag Nachash Fest

4. According to Chloé in this video, what is arguably the most popular Israeli hip hop
group of all time?
a. Hadag Nachash
b. Tamer Nafar
c. Subliminal
d. Cafe Shahor Hazak

Discussion Questions and Learning Activities

1. Why do you think Hadag Nachash'’s “Sticker Song” struck such a chord in Israeli
society? Split your students into pairs for a Think-Pair-Share.



http://www.adlit.org/strategies/23277/
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Why do you think that hip hop, more than other genres of music, has been
effective in creating social and political change? Come up with examples of hip
hop artists or songs that had an impact on society and politics, and discuss why
you think they made such an impact.

Does a greater understanding of Israeli hip hop help you better understand hip
hop in your country? Why or why not? Discuss.

Play the Sticker Song by Hadag Nachash for your class. Analyze the lyrics of the
song by learning about the origins of the various bumper stickers at this link. To
delve deep into the meaning of the song and what it teaches us about Israeli
society, click here to use some ready-made resources.

Have your students listen to and analyze the lyrics of both a Hadag Nachash
song as well as a Subliminal song (in small groups or as a class). Compare and
contrast the lyrics and discuss the messages of both songs and what they teach
us about the diversity of political discourse in Israel.

Using the following link, divide your group into small groups of 2-3 and assign
them each a different Israeli hip hop group. Have them present their respective
artists and share their favorite song or music video for the rest of the group.

Reflection Questions

1.

Do any of the hip hop artists presented in this video remind you of some of your
own favorite hip hop artists? If so, how are they similar? If not, how are they
different? After thinking this through, share examples.

In the United States, there have been countless hip hop artists that have had an
extraordinary impact on society and politics. Tupac often rapped about racism
and poverty in America. More recently, Kendrick Lamar has rapped about
American politics and the struggles of the African American community. How are
these artists similar to or different from the Israeli artists you have learned
about? Discuss.

Do you prefer to listen to music that is political or apolitical? What kind of lyrics
do you connect to? Have your students share their thoughts and aska couple of
students to share their favorite hip hop song, explaining why it's meaningful to
them.


https://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2018/03/the-10-best-political-hip-hop-songs-of-all-time.html
https://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2018/03/the-10-best-political-hip-hop-songs-of-all-time.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIbjpev6U5s
http://www.middleeastpdx.org/resources/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Explaining_the_stickers.pdf
https://staff.ncsy.org/education/education/material/gQB7gWN24s/shirat-hasticker-jsu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=26&v=Rz-xsKZYnPw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=26&v=Rz-xsKZYnPw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SMVvEJxxVM
http://www.hebrewsongs.com/song-biladi.htm
https://lyricstranslate.com/en/%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%93-%D7%90%D7%97-%D7%90%D7%97%D7%93-one-more-brother.html
https://theculturetrip.com/middle-east/israel/articles/the-best-israeli-hip-hop-artists-you-need-to-know/
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/music/the-most-influential-hip-hop-artists-of-all-time-a3863356.html

