
 

Educator’s Guide 
Jewish Terrorism 
 
This video tells the story of Baruch Goldstein and the Chevron Massacre, which shook 
the Jewish world in 1994, but which students today may not know about. Goldstein 
shocked Israeli society and Jews across the globe when he carried out a heinous act of 
terror during Muslim prayers. This video explores Goldstein’s background, the events 
that took place, the various reactions to them and the lasting implications. Watch the 
video and use the prompts below to discuss this troubling topic with your students. 

Link to video: https://unpacked.education/video/jewish-terrorism/ 

Further Reading 

1. Unpacked for Educators, “Jewish Terrorism?” 
https://unpacked.education/jewish-terrorism/ 

2. Yossi Klein Halevi, Like Dreamers, Chapter 28 

3. Rabbi Eitan Bendavid, “Introducing Harav Lichtenstein ztl, Source Sheet” 
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/introducing-harav-lichtenstein-ztl-source-sheet 

4. Chris Hedges and Joel Greenberg, “West Bank Massacre; Before Killing, Final 
Prayer and Final Taunt” https://nyti.ms/29iZ85h  

5. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, “On the Assassination of Prime Minister Rabin z"l” 
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/assassination-prime-minister-rabin-zl 

6. Rabbi Benjamin Lau, “Jewish Terror Undermines Our Right to Our Land” 
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/jewish-terror-undermines-our-right-to-our-land/  

7. “The Goldstein Massacre” video (minutes 6-11), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZknF8rF7Wtw 
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8. Adrian Hennigan, “There Is Only One Word for ‘Our Boys’: Masterpiece” 
https://www.haaretz.com/life/television/.premium-there-is-only-one-word-for-our
-boys-masterpiece-1.7959448 

9. Rabbi Benjamin Blech, “‘Our Boys’: The HBO Series Uses a Jewish Tragedy to 
Condemn Israeli Society” 
https://www.aish.com/jw/me/Our-Boys-The-HBO-Series-Uses-a-Jewish-Tragedy-
to-Condemn-Israeli-Society.html 

Review - Did the students understand the material? 

1. Baruch Goldstein was born in: 
a. Israel 
b. U.S. 
c. U.K. 
d. Russia 

2. What was Goldstein’s profession? 
a. Doctor 
b. Lawyer 
c. Politician 
d. Army General 

3. Goldstein was a member of what political party? 
a. Labour 
b. Likud 
c. Otzmah Yehudit 
d. Kach 

4. Where did Goldstein carry out this attack? 
5. How did different groups react to the attack (Israeli government, Palestinians, 

religious Zionists)? 
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Discussion Questions 

1. Compared to Palestinian terrorism, acts of Jewish terrorism are much rarer. 
Should this impact how you view this episode? Why or why not? 

2. Although there’s no way to know what ultimately drove Goldstein to carry out this 
attack, an interesting question arises: Does knowing his motivation matter? Why 
or why not? Make a case for both sides.  

3. In light of what you know about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, do you view this 
event as atypical and in isolation, or is it something you would expect? 

4. President Ezer Weizman described this massacre as "The worst thing that has 
happened to us in the history of Zionism." A Goldstein supporter eulogized 
Goldstein by saying, "One million Arabs are not worth a Jewish fingernail." How 
do you understand the tension at play here? 

5. Different people and groups responded to the massacre in different ways. Which 
person or group’s reaction made the strongest impression on you, whether 
positively or negatively? Explain. 

6. A difficult question to consider in regard to Jewish terrorism is whether the 
Israeli government should destroy the perpetrator’s family’s home as it does to 
Palestinians’. This question was raised by the controversial HBO series Our Boys. 
What do you think? Should the Israeli government have the same policy for 
Palestinians and Jews when they perform acts of terror, or should it be different? 
Explain. 

Reflection Questions 

1. Chief Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks said at the time: “Such an act is an obscenity 
and a travesty of Jewish values. That it should have been perpetrated against 
worshippers in a house of prayer at a holy time makes it a blasphemy as well… 
Violence is evil. Violence committed in the name of God is doubly evil. Violence 
against those engaged in worshipping God is unspeakably evil.” Why does the 
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fact that Goldstein carried out this attack against worshippers make it more 
devastating? What do you consider sacred space in your life? 

2. If this was your first time hearing this story, what was your initial reaction? What 
feelings did such an episode evoke in you? 

3. While Jewish acts of terror are few and far between, they do occur from time to 
time. How does it make you feel when a fellow Jew carries out a heinous crime? 
Does it affect how you view Palestinian terror? 

4. After viewing this episode and reading Rabbi Lichtenstein’s debate with Rabbi 
Dov Lior, do you think Baruch Goldstein was entitled to a eulogy and proper burial 
as Rabbi Lior argues, or not? 
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